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Body 


As we look on in horror at the wildfires now engulfing the American West, it is worth remembering that the Ford 
government pulled Ontario out of a cap-and-trade agreement with California in 2018. 


Ford then proceeded to gut Ontario's climate action plan by weakening our emissions reduction target, cancelling 
over 750 renewable energy contracts at the cost of $231 million and spending $30 million more of taxpayers' money 
on a lawsuit against the federal government's carbon fee and dividend program. 


And right now the Ford government is planning on ramping up the use of gas-powered electrical plants, rather than 
investing in renewable energy. 


While these actions did not directly cause the fires in the West, they are most certainly exacerbating the climate 
crisis that is fuelling them. 


Christopher Matzner, Toronto 
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